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CONFIDENTIAL 0019 

CORRECTEDCOPY FOR MRN 

SUBJECT: P3B TRANSFER, CIVILIAN USE OF AIRPORT AND 
COMMUNITY ATTIDUDES TOWARDS MISAWA AIR BASE(U). 

REF TOKYO 3185 (MARCH 1 1, 1974). 

SUMMARY: IN ABSENCE OF SUITABLE QUID PRO OUO, SCHEDULED 
TRANSFER OF P3B DETACHMENT AT THIS TIME FROM IWAKUNI TO 
MISAWA WILL PRODUCE STRONG LOCAL REACTION THAT MAY LEAD TO 
PERMANENT ANTI-BASS FEELING THAT COULD MAKE LONG TERM BASE 
OPERATION DIFFICULT. 

1. AMERICAN CONSUL. SAPPROR, DURING PERIOD APRIL 8-10, 

DISCUSSED WITH GOVERNOR OF AOMORI, MAYOR OF MISAWA, AND 
SEVERAL MISAWA COMMUNITY LEADERS, ATTITUDES CONCERNING 
MISAWA AIR BASE. CONSENSUS IS AS FOLLOWS: MISAWA/AOMORI 
CITIZENS DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THEY ARE BEING SINGLED OUT 
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TO TAKE THE BRUNT OF EXPANSION OF MISAWA AIR BASE INTO A 
QUOTE TRAINING BASE UNQUOTE AND AN QUOTE OPERATIONS 
FACILITY UNQUOTE WHEN THE REST OF US BASES ARE CUTTING BACK. 
THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT HAS NOT GIVEN ADEQUATE EXPLANATION, 
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NOR REASONABLE COMPENSATION FOR THIS EXPANSION. THE INCON 
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VENIENCE TO THE CITIZENS OF THE QUOTE NOISE POLLUTION UNQUOTE 
FROM QUOTE TOUCH AND GO LANDINGS UNQUOTE IS IMPOSSIBLE TO 
EXPLAIN WITHOUT COMPENSATION OF SOME TYPE, WHICH SHOULD IN- 
CLUDE THE CIVILIAN USE OF MISAWA AIRFIELD. IN THE BSENCE 
OF COMPENSATION FROM THE GOJ AND CIVILIAN USE OF AIRFIELD 
TRANSFER OF P3B S WOULD PRODUCE A DEEP MILITARY-COMMUNITY 
RIFT, AND QUITE POSSIBLY LEAD TO THE CREATION OF A STRONG 
ANTI-BASE MOVEMENT WHICH IS NOT PRESENT NOW, AND WHICH 
WOULD NOT BE REVERSIBLE. 

2. PRESENTLY AOMORI DEPENDS ON YS1 1 FLIGHTS TO THE SDF AT 
HACHINOHE WHICH IS THREE HOURS BY CAR TO AOMORI. MISAWA IS 
TWO HOURS BY CAR FROM AOMORI. HACHINOHE RUNWAY IS BOUNDED 
BY WATER AND PREFECTURAL HIGHWAY AND CANNOT BE EXPANDED BEYOND 
ITS APPROXIMATE 7000 FEET. AOMORI AIRPORT IS CLOSED FOUR 
TO FIVE MONTHS A YEAR BECAUSE OF HEAVY SNOW IN THAT AREA 
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(MISAWA HAS ABOUT ONE THIRD OF HACHINOHE'S SNOW AND EXCEL- 
LENT SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT). GOVERNOR SAID THAT HE HAS 
HAD SURVEYS UNDERTAKEN FOR NEW AIRPORT, BUT NOTHING ADEQUATE 
HAS BEEN LOCATED. BOTH GOVERNOR AND MAYOR INDICATED THAT 
TOA WOULD SCHEDULE TWO FLIGHTS A DAY TO TOKYO AND ONE TO 
SAPPORO. AND THAT THIS WOULD NOT BE EXPANDED FOR FOUR-FIVE 
YEARS. 

3. GOVERNOR OF AOMORI WAS FORMERLY PARLIAMENTARY VICE 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN MINISTRY. IS QUITE SYMPATHETIC TO US, 

AND IN INFLUENTIAL ELDER OF THE LDP. HE REVIEWED THE THREE 
YEAR HISTORY OF HIS REQUEST THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF TRANS- 
PORTATION, AND WAS WELL PREPARED FOR ALL THE CONCERNS 
EXPRESSED ABOUT POTENTIAL PROBLEMS. AT CLOSE OF ALMOST TWO 
HOUR MEETING, THE GOVERNOR, WITH UNUSUALLY BLUNT DIRECTNESS, 
SAID THAT WITHOUT PERMISSION TO USE THE AIRPORT, QUOTE GREAT 
DIFFICULTIES UNQUOTE WERE AHEAD THAT WOULD BE DIFFICULT 

TO RESOLVE. 

4. THE FOUR TERM CONSERVATIVE MAYOR OF MISAWA ALSO OUTLINED 
SOME BASIC VIEWS ON CIVILIAN USE OF AIRPORT, RODE HIS HOBBY 
HORSE ABOUT INADEQUATE TAX REVENUE BECAUSE OF AMERICAN BASE 
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PRESENCE, AND COMPLAINED THAT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT DOES NOT 
PROVIDE ADEQUATE BASE SUBSIDY COMPARABLE TO OTHER AREAS BECAUSE OF 
LOWER MISAWA LAND VALUE. HE STATED THAT A UNILATERAL TRANSFER OF 
THE P3B DETACHMENT AT THIS TIME WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE, BUT WITH 
PASSAGE OF THE DIET SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR MISAWA 
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AND APPROVAL FOR CIVILIAN USE OF THE AIRFIELD, THERE WOULD BE NO 
PROBLEMS. THE MAYOR, IN RECENT PRESS CONFERENCES AND AT CITY ASSEMBLY 
PROCEEDINGS, HAS GONE ON RECORD AS OPPOSING THE P3B TRANSFER QUOTE 
WITHOUT COMPENSATION UNQUOTE, AND IS DETERMINED NOT TO BE SLICKERED 
THIS TIME AS HE FEELS HE WAS BY INTRODUCTION OF MIDWAY FLYING 
ACTIVITY. 

5. THE CONSUL, IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE WHAT GUISES 
RADICAL OPPOSITION COULD TAKE, TALKED WITH POLICE CHIEF, 

DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE FACILITIES, AND JASDF OFFICIALS, 

AT PRESENT OPPOSITION GROUPS SMALL (CITY ASSEMBLY HAS 
ONE JCP, THREE JSP OUT OF TOTAL OF THIRTY) AND MUST 
TRAVEL FROM HIROSAKI OR AKITA TO PRESENT ANY NUMBERS 
AT ALL. DANGER OF PRESENT CONFRONTATION IS THAT IS 
COULD WIDEN DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH A GROUP AMONG MISAWA 
CITIZENS PRESENTLY UNEASY BECAUSE OF MIDWAY CONNECTED 
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TRAINING. DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE FACILITIES MADE POINT 
THAT IN POOR AREAS OF TOHOKU ALL THAT IS NEEDED IS ONE 
LEADER OPPOSING SOMETHING TO BRING EVERYONE HERD LIKE 
ALONG. 

6. PRESENTLY AMAGAMORI VILLAGE MEMBERS OF FISHING 
ASSOCIATION COUNT ABOUT TWENTY JCP SUPPORTERS 
(TOTAL FISHING COOPERATIVE ABOUT SIX HUNDRED), AND 
THIS IS CAUSE FOR POTENTIAL CONCERN. POLICE CHIEF 
STATED THAT AT PRESENT THERE IS A SMALL NUMBER OF QUOTE 
RADICALS UNQUOTE, BUT EXPRESSED CONCERN WITH VULNERABILITY 
TO SABOTAGE OF BASE PIPELINE FROM HACHINOHE, AND EASE WITH 
WHICH NORTHWESTERN UNFENCED PORTION OF BASE COULD BE PENE- 
TRATED FOR ACTIONS AGAINST RADAR FACILITIES, ETC. DIRECT 
ACTIONS AGAINST THE USE OF AMAGAMORI FIRING RANGE, SUCH 
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AS FLYING KITES, BURNING TIRES, ETC. COULD ALSO BE A 
MINNOR IRRITANT. 

7. FROM LIMITED VIEWPOINT OF CONSULATE, IT APPEARS POLITIC 
TO DELAY THE P3B TRANSFER UNTIL THE DIET APPROPRIATIONS BILL 
IS PASSED, AND SERIOUSLY REEXAMINE QUESTION OF CIVILIAN USE 
OF AIRPORT TO SEE IF THIS COULDN'T BE LIVED WITH (THIS, 
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INCIDENTIALLY, SHOULD BE BENEFICIAL TO LARGE BASE MILITARY 
COMMUNITY WHICH IS ALSO FAIRLY ISOLATED). TRANSFER 
OF P3B'S CAN BE RAMMED THROUGH, BUT WE WILL HAVE KICKED 
SAND IN THE EYES OF THE MAYOR AND GOVERNOR, WHO SHOULD BE 
OUR NATURAL ALLIES, AND AT LEAST RUN THE RISK OF VITIATING 
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THE LONG RUN USEFULNESS OF THE BASE. 

GDS: 31 DEC 1980. 
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